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How to use the textbook

• What’s the best way to use the textbook?
– Don’t – it will only confuse you more

– Just before exams, carefully read all chapters 
assigned for each lecture (list is in syllabus)

– Carefully read the whole chapter assigned for each 
lecture, but do it BEFORE the lecture

– Skim the chapter before lectures (e.g. as part of the 
online quizzes)

– After lecture, carefully read only the sections we 
covered, comparing the presentation in lecture to 
the textbook’s presentation
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How to use the textbook

• Optimally:
– Rewrite your notes at least

once a week

– Incorporate useful tidbits 
you gleaned from the 
textbook.  

– If you do it right, you should 
be able to study ONLY from 
those “processed” notes, 
and not have to read the 
book anymore!


