
ONLINE ENGLISH 0309: Integrated Reading and Writing

Lone Star College-North Harris

The course can be accessed at http://www.lonestar.edu/lsc-online/.

Instructor: Chris Partida

Instructor Contact Information: 

john.c.partida@lonestar.edu


281-618-5538 (office phone and voicemail)

Office Location: Room 160E, Academic Building, North Harris campus

Instructor Office Hours:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
10:30-11:30 AM
Course Description and Objectives:
This is a combined lecture/lab, performance-based course designed to develop students’ critical reading and academic writing skills. The focus of the course will be on applying critical reading skills for organizing, analyzing, and retaining material and developing written work appropriate to the audience, purpose, situation, and length of the assignment. The course integrates preparation in basic academic reading skills with basic skills in writing a variety of academic essays.
The purpose of this course is to help you gain and practice the reading and writing skills you need to be successful in your college career.  More specifically, you will be able to do the following:
1. Locate explicit textual information, draw complex inferences, and describe, analyze, and evaluate the information within and across multiple texts of varying lengths.
2. Comprehend and use vocabulary effectively in oral communication, reading, and writing.
3. Identify and analyze the audience, purpose, and message across a variety of texts.
4. Describe and apply insights gained from reading and writing a variety of texts.
5. Compose a variety of texts that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus, logical development of ideas, and use of appropriate language that advance the writer’s purpose.
6. Determine and use effective approaches and rhetorical strategies for given reading and writing situations.
7. Generate ideas and gather information relevant to the topic and purpose, incorporating the ideas and words of other writers in student writing using established strategies.
8. Evaluate relevance and quality of ideas and information in recognizing, formulating, and developing a claim.
9. Develop and use effective reading and revision strategies to strengthen the writer’s ability to compose college-level writing assignments.
10. Recognize and apply the conventions of Standard English in reading and writing.

* In order to effectively cover all of the above skills, this course will have a lot of reading and writing assignments.  On average, you need to have at least two hours set aside each day for just this class!

(Don’t have two hours a day?  Then you should consider withdrawing from this class.)

Course Prerequisite and Credit Hours:
Prerequisite:  Appropriate score on English placement exam, English 0302, or English 0306 and English 0304.

Credit Hours:  Three. (3 hrs. lecture, 1 hr. lab.)  This course carries institutional credit but does not transfer to four-year institutions, nor will it apply to Lone Star degrees unless specifically designated. Grades earned in this course will be used when calculating the semester grade point average (GPA).

Required Textbook:
Read, Write, Connect:  A Guide to College Reading and Writing, by Kathleen Green and Amy Lawlor.  Published by Bedford/St. Martin’s.

ISBN: 9781457620744  (New copy price: 95.50.  Rental price: 47.75.  E-book price: 43.99.)  Since this textbook was published recently, it will be difficult to find used copies.

To order the textbook through the Lone Star College bookstore, go to this address, scroll down and choose the LSC-North Harris campus bookstore:

http://www.lonestar.edu/bookstore.htm
NOTE:  Two copies of the textbook are available on reserve at the LSC-North Harris campus library.  You may use the textbook in the reserve room (located on the second floor of the library building) for up to two hours at a time. Also, three copies are available to be used in the Learning Center in the Academic Building, room 200 of the LSC-North Harris campus.
Grading:

Daily work (various reading and writing assignments)
20%

Grammar Tests





20%

Reading Tests






20%

*Essays (some typed, some written in class)


20%

*Final Exams (2) (Reading and Writing averaged together)
20%
* Common Assessments taken by all 0309 students

All students in English 0309 will write a summary-response essay. The essay will be graded based on common standards agreed to by the department faculty.  

All students in English 0309 will take a REQUIRED common final reading exam near the end of the semester and a common final writing exam during a scheduled testing time in week 15 of the semester. A committee of writing professors will grade each final exam. You will be expected to write a multi-paragraph essay in 55-minutes. You will be given the exam times later in the semester. 

To pass this course, your final average must be 70% or higher.

Overall Performance (Final Average Conversion):
A
90-100

B
80-89

C
70-79

F
69 and below (You need to retake the course.) 

Course Policies

Plagiarism:  A student who knowingly submits the work of others for evaluation has committed an act of plagiarism.  Borrowed material should be documented.  Directly quoted material or copied material should be enclosed in quotation marks.  When in doubt, document.  Collusion, of using the work of another student or tutor, is also considered plagiarism.  If a student plagiarizes, she/he will receive a grade of 0 for the submitted work and may lose all credit for the course.  Do NOT copy and paste information from the Internet into your essays or discussion posts.  If you do, you will receive a 0 for the assignment and may be dropped from the course.

Please review the Academic Integrity & Student Success brochure for more information: http://www.lonestar.edu/departments/libraries/academic_integrity_brochure.pdf
Withdrawing from class: The last day to drop this class is November 10​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​. If you decide to drop this course for any reason, please let me know as soon as possible.

Early Intervention: This class uses the Early Intervention Program. I will notify the Learning Center if you are at risk of having problems with writing and language skills, excessive absences, incomplete work, or difficulty with the course content. This warning is not a negative reflection of your grade, yet it indicates concerns about your progress that need to be addressed immediately. If you are contacted by someone from Early Intervention, please respond to those individuals and also contact me so we may talk about strategies for how you can be successful in this class.
Behavior: Any comments made in the class discussions or through class e-mail that are offensive to others or that disrupt class activities are considered disruptive conduct. If a student displays disruptive conduct, I may ask him or her to withdraw from the class. 

Students and registered student organizations are subject to disciplinary action according to the provision of the code of Student Conduct, described in the LSCS catalog.  The college system may enforce its own disciplinary policies and procedures when the conduct of a student or a registered student organization directly, seriously, or adversely impairs, interferes with, or disrupts the overall mission, programs, or other functions of the college system or its campuses.

ADA STATEMENT: Lone Star College is committed to ensuring that equal access to its educational programs, activities, and facilities occurs for students with disabilities. Disability Services at each of the six campuses assists current and future students by determining and recommending appropriate academic support services. Disability Services focuses on helping students with disabilities make a successful transition to the college and acts as a referral source for services both on campus and within the community. 

All students with disabilities are encouraged to register with Disability Services on the campus they will be attending and provide appropriate documentation of their disability. Students should register with Disability Services as early as possible to help ensure that all accommodations are in place by the beginning of the semester. 

Go to the following web address for Disability Services contact information: http://www.lonestar.edu/contacts-disability.htm
Deadlines/Late Work: I have deadlines for completing the work required for this course, and I will enforce those deadlines. The purpose for the deadlines is to help you keep up with the course so that you won’t fall behind. 

*Daily work CAN NOT be completed late; if the due date for a daily assignment has passed and you have not turned it in, you will get a 0 for that assignment.  
*The Major Typed Essays and the Grammar Tests will be accepted late, but you will lose 10 points for each calendar date that the essay is late.
*Since the Reading Tests, Timed Essay, and both parts of the Final Exam must be completed in a testing center, they can be made up, but you need to contact me right away so that we can make arrangements for the make up. 
Participation/Attendance: It is very important to participate in an online class as often as possible.

· If you do not log into the course, complete assigned activities, and turn in due assignments for two weeks in a row, I will withdraw you from the course!

· If you decide that you cannot keep up with the course, you must go to the Admissions Office of a Lone Star College campus and fill out a withdrawal form for this class.   

The advantage to taking an online course is that you can work on the course assignments at a time of the day that is convenient for you, but that does not mean that you can ignore the assignments all semester and still receive a passing grade.

There are deadlines for the assignments, and you are responsible for keeping up with them!

An explanation of the six-drop rule
Students who enrolled in Texas public institutions of higher education as first-time college students during the Fall 2007 term or later are subject to section 51.907 of the Texas Education Code, which states that an institution of higher education may not permit a student to drop (withdraw with a grade of “W”) from more than six courses, including courses that a transfer student has previously dropped at other Texas public institutions of higher education that have already been counted against their six drop limit. Each student should fully understand this drop limit before you drop any course. Please see a Counselor or Advisor in our Student Services area for additional information and assistance.

Emergency Notification Information

LSCS is committed to maintaining the safety of the students, faculty, staff, and guests while visiting any of our campuses. See http://www.lonestar.edu/oem for details. Register at http://www.lonestar.edu/12803.htm to receive emergency notifications. In an emergency, contact LSCS Police at 281-290-5911 or x5911.
Testing Centers, Essay Grading, and the Essay Revision Policy
Some of the major assignments must be completed at a Testing Center:  The reading tests, timed essays, and both parts of the final exam must be completed in a testing center. If you live near one of the Lone Star College campuses, then you should use the testing center at that campus. If you do not live near any of the Lone Star College campuses, then you will need to find a testing center at the college, university, school, or public library near your home.
You will complete the reading tests, timed essays, and both parts of the final exam by hand, and the testing center that you use will send the completed materials to me.
Also, you will need to compose each timed essay within a time limit. The instructions for each timed essay will tell you the time limit. 

*Unlike the Major Typed Essays, you will not be allowed to revise a timed essay after it is turned in.  (See the revision policy on page 7.)
Are you looking for a testing center?  So far, this is the most helpful site that I have found: http://is.byu.edu/site/support/find-testing-center.cfm
Keep in mind that the above site is from Brigham Young University, not Lone Star College, so they probably will not help you with any questions concerning the web site (because you are not a Brigham Young University student).
*Any testing center will require you to present a photo ID prior to writing one of the timed essays, and many testing centers charge a fee for their service.
How will I grade your essays?

The major essays will be graded using a letter system.  The equivalent numerical grades are as follows:


A+ = 98


B+ = 88


C+ = 78


D = 65
 


A = 95



B = 85



C = 75



F = 50





A- = 90

B- = 80

C- = 70


When I grade an essay, this is what I look at:

· The Organization (Are your main points clear?  Is the essay organized into clear Introduction, Body, and Concluding paragraphs?  Does the order of your ideas make sense?)

· The Supporting Details (Are there enough Body paragraphs?  Does each body paragraph have enough examples?  Are all of your ideas and examples completely explained?)

· The Grammar and Sentence Clarity (Are there very few to no punctuation errors?  Are there very few to no spelling errors?  Are the sentences written in a clear way?  Are the words written in the correct format?  Do the words mean what you intend to say?)

· Other Requirements (Is the essay typed according to the MLA format rules shown on pages 364-365 in the textbook?  Is the essay on topic?  Does it follow all of the other requirements listed on the assignment sheet?)

Since I look at many aspects of an essay when I grade, it is difficult to specify what exactly makes an “A” essay, a “B” essay, etc.  Here are some basic descriptions, however, to give you a sense of how I grade:

To get an “A” (90-98), an essay needs to be almost perfect.

· All of the ideas and details are organized in a clear and logical way.

· There are plenty of supporting details.  (Every point that you make is explained, and at least one example is provided in each body paragraph.)

· There are few wording and grammar errors (no more than one major error per page).

· The essay is typed and formatted according to the MLA rules shown on pages 364-365 in the textbook.  (Note: the timed essays do not need to follow the MLA format.)

A “B” (80-89) essay will have some problems, but it is still a good essay.

· All of the ideas and details are organized in a clear and logical way.

· Supporting details are provided, but a little more explanation is needed in a place or two.

· Some wording and/or grammar errors exist, but not very many (no more than three major errors per page).

· The essay is typed and follows the MLA format rules shown on pages 364-365 in the textbook. (Note: the timed essays do not need to follow the MLA format.)

A “C” (70-78) essay will have problems, but the basic essay structure is working, and the sentence errors do not completely mess up what you want to say.

· All of the ideas and details are organized in a clear way.  The thesis statement may not be clear, or it may be off topic.

· More explanations are needed in places.  There also may not be enough examples.

· There are wording and/or grammar errors.  As a result, some of the sentences are confusing, but most of your sentences make sense.  (There are no more than four major errors per page.)

· Some formatting problems may exist, but overall the essay follows the MLA format rules shown on pages 364-365 in the textbook. (Note: the timed essays do not need to follow the MLA format.)

A failing essay (0-69) will either have too many grammar errors, too many organization problems, not enough supporting details, format problems that do not follow the MLA rules shown on pages 364-365 in the textbook, or a combination of all of the above. (Note: the timed essays do not need to follow the MLA format.)

Will you be able to revise essays after they have been graded?

You will be allowed to revise for a higher grade each of the Major Typed Essays one (1) time. 

In order to get a higher grade, a revised major typed essay must show significant improvement, not just a little improvement.

· I will not accept revisions for any of the Timed Essays.

· I will not accept revisions for any of the reading activities, grammar exercises, reading tests, grammar tests, or class discussions.

Essay Format Guidelines (see pages 364-365 in the textbook)
1. Your typed essays should reflect your best work.  A professional appearance is important.  All papers should be typed, 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with one inch margins.

2. Do not include a separate cover sheet.  Instead, type the following in the upper left-hand corner:


Your name
Instructor’s Name

ENGL 0309


Date
Your title should follow the heading and should be centered.  Do not underline or italicize the title.  Capitalize only the first letter of major words. 
3. Paper content should follow the assignment.  It should also meet the specified length guidelines.  
4. Part of your responsibility as a student is to meet deadlines; consequently, I expect your typed essays to be turned in on time.  Late typed essays receive a ten (10) point penalty for each day late.   

How will you know your grades?  Who can you call for technical help?

The D2L Grade Book

I will update the D2L grade book throughout the semester.  At first, it will not show a very accurate average, but, once I have entered a number of grades for you, it will be a great way to see how you are doing in the course!  

* Are you having problems with D2L?  Call our 24-hour tech support: 1-866-614-5014.

MyLoneStar

http://www.lonestar.edu

At the end of the semester, official grades for all of your classes will be posted in MyLoneStar, the software that Lone Star College uses to report official semester grades 

MyLoneStar will be available on the Lone Star College web site.  (The system should give you instructions if you have never used MyLoneStar before.)

* Are you having problems with MyLoneStar? You can contact the Lone Star College 24-hour tech support: 1-866-614-5014. 

Where can you find free word processing software?  (Yes, I said free!)

OpenOffice

http://www.openoffice.org

This web site offers free software that is similar to Microsoft Office (a word processor, a spreadsheet program, and a “PowerPoint” presentation program). 

The organization that owns OpenOffice allows you to download the software directly to your computer at no charge.  (There is no CD-ROM copy of the software available.)

Google docs

http://www.google.com

Google has also created an office suite that is similar to Microsoft Office.  The software does not look like Office, however, so it might take a little more time to learn how to use.

When you get to the Google web site, click the Apps link (it looks like four tiny squares) at the top of the page and choose “Documents”

Google requires that you set up an account before you can use the Documents software, but they make the process easy.

Once you have signed in, click on “New” to start typing a new document.  Any document that you have saved in the past will appear on a list when you first enter Documents.  The software lets you save your document to your computer or a USB drive.

* Important Note about Saving Documents!

With either of these free options, it is important to save whatever you type as either a “Word” or “Rich Text” document.  The computers on campus have Microsoft Word, and they may not be able to open your document if you have not saved it as a “Word” or “Rich Text” document!

Important Dates and Deadlines

(Only major assignments are listed here, not daily assignments.  Some of these dates may change during the semester.  I will inform the class if a deadline needs to be changed.)

Part One: Reading and Essay Basics (August 25-September 27)

Saturday, August 30

Diagnostic writing assignment due

Wednesday, September 24
Grammar Test #1 Due

Saturday, September 27
Typed Essay #1 Due; *Reading Test #1 and Timed Essay #1 Due 





(*Must be completed in a testing center)

Part Two: Advanced Reading and Writing Techniques (September 28-November 1)

Saturday, October 18

Typed Essay #2 (Summary-Response) Due

Wednesday, October 29
Grammar Test #2 Due

Saturday, November 1
Typed Essay #3 Due; *Reading Test #2 and Timed Essay #2 Due





(*Must be completed in a testing center)

Part Three: Argument and Preparing for the Final Exam (November 2-December 11)

Monday, November 10
W-Day: Last day to withdraw from a course and receive a “W”

Saturday, November 29
Typed Essay #4 Due

Wednesday, December 3
*Both the reading portion and essay portion of the Final Exam Due





(*Must be completed in a testing center)

Wednesday, December 10
Grammar Test #3 Due

Thursday, December 11
All typed essay revisions and make-up work due

I will turn in final grades on the afternoon of Friday, December 12.


