
English 2341 

Literature of the Holocaust 
Spring 2010 

 

"Whenever books are burned, men also, in the end, are burned." 
-- Heinrich Heine (1797-1856). 

Instructor Dr. Joan McAninch Samuelson 
Office 200E CLA Bldg. 
Phone  281.312.1625 
E-Mail joan.m.samuelson@lonestar.edu 

Angel 
eclassroom   

FAX  281-312-1723 

Office Hours 
10:00-11:00 Mon-Thur 
No conference times during final exam week. 

Prerequisites English 1301 and 1302 
Course 
Credit 

Three semester hours of English, Humanities, Honors, 
International Studies 

 

Texts and Supplies:  

 
Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 

Elie Wiesel, Night 
Notebook to keep a journal of responses to the course and visit to the Houston Holocaust Museum 

Books and Films will be available for students to check out from the instructor 
Lone Star uses Angel LMS (Learning Management System) for on-line learning 

(For the curious, Angel is an abbreviation for Authenticated Networked Guided Environment for 

mailto:joan.m.samuelson@lonestar.edu


Learning) 
We will have a Angel eclassroom to supplement the course with syllabus, lectures, 

web sites, email, assignment drop box, calendar etc. 
To be explained in class 

  

RATIONALE 

January 2005 marked an important sixty-year anniversary: The Allied liberation of the Nazi concentration 
and death camps began throughout Europe.  In keeping with the historical and human significance of this 
anniversary as well as George Santayana’s admonition that those who forget the past are condemned to 
repeat it, students and instructors as a new generation must continue to study the period of the Holocaust 
from 1933-1945.  Included among the topics will be the social and economic background, early 
experimentations with genocide, historical anti-Semitism, the descent into the maelstrom of ghettos and 
camps, experiences of victims, Jewish resistance, gentile rescuers, liberation and aftermath, literature, 
theology, philosophy, moral questions centering on the question of evil and collective responsibility, and 
the American response to the Holocaust. Students are encouraged to ask questions, share thoughts and 
emotions; students are also encouraged to respect the memories of the victims as they, two generations 
after the Holocaust, also respect one another in an attempt to prevent the destructive whirlwinds of hatred 
and prejudice in their own time. This, the instructor hopes, is one of the most important legacies of the 
victims to whom this course is dedicated. 

In keeping with the purposes of the course, students will become familiar with the Holocaust through 
reading assigned texts and in-class handouts, viewing numerous films on the Holocaust in class and 
loaned by the instructor; studying the Holocaust in the library and on the Internet. Students will 
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust by keeping a journal with at least two 
entries per week, writing a five-page research paper, giving a 10-15 minute oral report based on their 
research project, attending class regularly and participating in class discussions, and writing a two-page 
final exam essay response to the course materials. Students will also visit the Houston Holocaust 
Museum in April and write about the experience in their journal: this will be part of the special services 
project to complete for the Holocaust web site. Students who are unable to attend on the scheduled day 
must visit the Museum on their own, providing a receipt from the Museum. All students are expected to 
write at the college level with correct MLA format and careful editing for both style and content. I will give 
handouts and instructions in class, but if necessary, students should spend time in the lab [SFA 200] to 
improve these skills. 

Honors and International Studies Credit: In addition to being a fully credited transfer sophomore 

English and Humanities course, students will also receive Honors and International Studies transfer credit 
after successfully completing the course. Students do not have to be enrolled in either program to take 
this course.is is 

This is frequently a life-changing course and becomes a topic that will stay with you the rest of your lives.  

Catalogue Description 

ENGL 2341 - FORMS OF LITERATURE. 3 Credits (3 hrs. lec.) The study of one or more literary genres 
including, but not limited to, poetry, fiction, drama, and film. Other forms might include mythic and 
religious writing, autobiographies and memoirs, and polemics. Readings vary. Instructors are free to 
choose their own emphasis. Only 6 credit hours can be taken from ENGL 2341, 2342, and 2343. 
(2303015112) Prerequisite: ENGL 1301 and 1302. 

OBJECTIVES 



1. To introduce students to the vast heritage of Holocaust Literature. 
2. To introduce students to Eastern European culture and the Jewish experience during the 

Holocaust. 
3. To earn Honors credit in a service project related to the course materials and the Holocaust web 

site. 
4. To visit the Houston Holocaust Museum and write about the experience in their journals. 
5. To demonstrate and improve students' writing skills in literary analysis through class discussion 

and written assignments. 
6. To sharpen students' writing, thinking, and research skills necessary to communicate these forms 

of analysis. 
Students will write a research paper with strong thesis, development, organization, mature syntax 
and diction, and documentation of all borrowed sources. 
Students will also give an oral report based on their research project and may include short films, 
pictures, and other documents in the oral report.  

7. To reinforce MLA research techniques as explained by the instructor (i.e., parenthetical 
documentation and correct bibliographical form). Students will use the MLA Handbook through 
5.6 only, will have 6-8 secondary sources for research papers, and no more than 50% 
documentation. No other research format is acceptable. The assignment with supporting 
documents will be distributed later in the semester. 

8. To continue improving students' writing skills through Lab work if necessary. [SFA 200] 
9. To enhance student vocabularies. Use your dictionary throughout the term as you read the 

assignments. 
10. Additional learning outcomes for all courses are posted on the District Web site under the course 

descriptions. 

CLASS REQUIREMENTS 

1. To get the full benefit of your education, attendance and class participation are necessary. If you 
are cutting class, you are jeopardizing your education as well as your grade. Remember that 15% 
of your grade is attendance. I will leave a sign-in sheet on the desk: students need to remember 
to sign in when they get to class. Students who come to class and then leave without explanation 
will be counted absent. If you do need to leave early, let me know before class begins so that you 
are not counted absent. Absences are figured into the attendance average at 5 points per 
absence. Since attendance is mandatory and necessary for the student's success in the course, 
students who do not attend class regularly are not in compliance with the course requirements 
and must drop. 

2. Students will be attentive, responsive, and courteous in class. Please turn off or set to vibrate all 
cell phones, pagers, and PDA's before coming into the classroom. Students with emergency 
situations should step outside the classroom to answer a cell phone or pager. 

3. All work except the journal must be typed in MLA format. Students may submit work in class or 
send as e-mail attachments to my address above. Students sending assignments must use 
MSWord to compose them, which is available on computers in the SFA labs. Papers and 
Journals may not be late except for physician-documented written medical excuse. There is a 10-
point per day penalty with a maximum of two days. 

4. Students wishing to drop the course, must do so on or before the drop date to avoid having an F 
assigned. Students contemplating dropping the course are encouraged to talk with the instructor 
first. However, I do not do students' paperwork for them; thus, you must take care of this to avoid 
an F being assigned.  Be sure you are aware of the Texas 6-drop rule. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Read the NHMCCD Academic Integrity policy in the district catalog and the Academic Honesty 
Document distributed in class. All students will sign an academic honesty contract at the beginning of the 
semester. All student research papers will follow a strict honor code: they must be original, written 
completely by the student whose paper bears his or her name, with quotation marks for any word-for-



word passage(s) from sources used (no matter how short the passage), full documentation of the 
sources, and Works Cited page provided. Any background material used must also be documented with 
the sources used and a Works Cited page. The definition of plagiarism includes but is not limited to 
copying word-for-word from any source without quotation marks and documentation; weaving another 
writer's words into one's own without quotation marks and documentation; lifting ideas, facts, and other 
background information from lectures, articles, textbooks, reference works, other books, the Internet, e-
mail, brochures, etc. without documentation. It also includes submitting a paper or part of a paper that 
was turned in previously to me or to another instructor; submitting another person's paper as one's own, 
including purchased papers from the Internet; having another person write one's paper. 

The college subscribes to Turnitin.com, a powerful plagiarism detection site to which all research papers 
in this course will be submitted. This system instantly produces Originality Reports with links to 
plagiarized sources. If plagiarism is detected by Turnitin, the Originality Report will be returned to the 
student, and the penalty enforced. If plagiarism of background material is evident in a paper, that will be 
noted as well and returned to the student with the passages highlighted; the penalty will be enforced. I do 
not continue reading or editing papers with any plagiarism, whether word-for-word or paraphrase from 
undocumented sources. The penalty for any plagiarism in the course is zero on a submitted paper. 
Plagiarism will seriously affect the student's course grade. If there is a second offense, the student will fail 
the course, and the incident will be reported to the Registrar. To avoid these consequences, students 
must be vigilant about following the District and Course guidelines for academic honesty. Students who 
wish to discuss the paper and receive further instruction for avoiding repeated infractions in addition to 
policies spelled out in District and Course guidelines may schedule an appointment during my office 
hours. 

Grade Determination 

College English is a performance-based course. In order to pass the course, students must attend class, 
participate in discussions, visit the Holocaust Museum, give an oral report, and complete all reading and 
essay assignments and on time. To pass writing assignments, all minimal length, editing, and other 
requirements outlined must be met. The percentages below will determine the final course grade after all 
work has been completed. Students should also read the "Twenty-Five Keys to Success" and "College 
Essay Grading Standards" documents, which are available in the Angel e-class support along with many 
other documents. 

Research Paper [typed, 5-6 pages with sources fully documented; plus 
works cited page, all in MLA format; 6-8 sources] 

20 % 

Oral Report based on the research project 10% 

Journal [a spiral or theme notebook or sent as a MSWord attachment; write 
at least twice a week in response to the readings and films; portions of the 
journals will be included in the Holocaust web site. See the handout.]  

20% 

Visit to Houston Holocaust Museum with follow-up observations in student 
journals 

20 % 

Two-Page Typed Final Exam Essay [Response to the course] 15 % 

Students must attend regularly and on time; sign the attendance sheet; be 
prepared, attentive, and responsive in class. 5 point penalty for each 
absence. Students must never be late during oral reports: if extenuating 
circumstances make tardiness unavoidable during reports, remain in the 
hallway until the student has completed his/her report. Never walk in the 
middle of a student's report. 

15 % 

FINAL COURSE GRADING SCALE 



90 -- 100 = A 
80 --   89 = B 
70 --   79 = C 
60 --   65 = D 
Below 65 = F 
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[N.B. All assignments are due on the dates indicated. The instructor reserves the right to make changes 
in the assignments below as needed. Periodically, I will be showing films and sharing handouts with 

students; these materials  will become part of the course curriculum.] 

WEEK READINGS and ASSIGNMENTS 

1--Jan. 14 BACKGROUND 
 

Introduction to the course; syllabus and Angel eclass support.  Discussion of trip to Houston 
Holocaust Museum in March.  
Discussion of Journal requirement. 
Discussion of Research Project and Oral Report based on the project 
Powerpoint, PDF, and lecture/discussion.   
Begin checking out instructor's films--pay strict attention to the check-out policy of 3 films per week; one-
week only. Films must be returned on time for other students to check out. 

2--Jan. 23 

No class Mon -- MLK Holiday 

BACKGROUND AND THE GATHERING STORM 
 

Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 
Chapter 1--each week be sure to read the editors' introductions to each chapters; choose essays/poems that 
you particularly want to discuss in class. 
Discussion of Holocaust web links provided in Angel classroom 
Film [sometimes these will be an entire film; other times just pertinent scenes] 



3-- Jan. 28 

  
HIDING FROM THE STORM 
 

Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 
Chapter 2 [see previous week's instruction] 
On-line materials: more web links and powerpoint/pdf lecture/discussion 

4-- Feb. 4 ESCAPING THE STORM 

 
Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 

Chapter 3 Film [see week 1 comment] 

5--Feb. 11 INTO THE STORM: THE GHETTOS 

 
Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 

Chapter 4, pp. 115-155 
Film/Powerpoint—Lodz, Vilna, Warsaw, Krakow 
On-line materials 

6--Feb. 18  Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 
Chapter 4, pp.155-201 
Scenes from Schindler’s List 

7--Feb. 25 

 
  

INTO THE MAELSTROM: THE CAMPS 
 

Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 
Chapter 5, pp. 201-250 
Discussion of Research project & oral reports 

8--Mar. 3 

Registration for Summer 

Begins  

First submission of Journal--Wed. 

(notebook or uploaded in eclassroom; twice-per-week dated responses to the readings and 
films--total of 16 entries of at least a paragraph) 

 
Research Paper Topics Due by Wed. in class or sent in Angel e-mail. 

Sign up sheet for oral reports 

 
Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 
Chapter 5, pp. 251-293 
Film: Night and Fog 

March 10-16 ~ Spring Break 

9--Mar. 17 

Easter/Spring Holiday--Friday 

RESISTANCE AND FIGHTING BACK 

 
Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 

Chapter 6 
Scenes from Holocaust TV Series, Uprising, and Defiance 

10--Mar. 24 

  
LIBERATION 

 
Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 

Chapter 7 Trip to the Houston Holocaust Museum 



11--Mar.31 

  
AFTER THE STORM 

 
Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 

Chapter 8 On-line materials 
Film 

12--Apr. 7 

 
Drop Date: Apr. 8 

Fall Registration Begins 

HEROES: RESISTERS, RESCUERS, PROTECTORS, FIGHTERS 
 
Research Paper thesis and brainstorming due by Wed. in class or sent as MSWord 

attachment in Angel by 11:00pm. [submitting prewriting is optional but strongly advised--I can help you catch 
errors in writing, MLA format, works cited page, and quoting technique] 
Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 
Chapter 9 
Oral Reports 

13--Apr. 14 
  

REFLECTIONS AND REMEMBRANCE 
 

Brown, Stephens, and Rubin, Images from the Holocaust 
Chapter 10 
 
On-line materials 
Five-Page Typed Research Paper plus works cited page due by Wed. in class or by Thur. uploaded in 

Angel assignments drop box by 11:00pm. If your computer is down, then come to the campus to use the 
college computers, or drop off the paper in my office mailbox, or fax it. Late Research Papers are not 
accepted. 
Oral Reports 

14--Apr. 21 

  
VOICES OF THE HOLOCAUST 

 
Wiesel, Night 

Film and Study Questions 
 
Oral Reports 

15--Apr. 28 

  
THE ARTIST AND THE HOLOCAUST 

 
Film—Charlie Chaplin: scenes from The Great Dictator 

Second submission of Journal (by Wed.) 
Oral Reports 
 
Closure--Luncheon 

16--May 5 

 
Final Exam Week 

Final Exam Essay: Two-Page Typed Response to the Holocaust brought to my office or 

uploaded as MSWord attachment by Mon, May 5,  2:00pm.  Note we are following the District 
Exam Schedule for deadlines. Late Final Exams are not accepted; this point will be repeated 

several times, so there is no mistake and no excuse 

The Lone Star College System is committed to the principle of equal opportunity in education and 
employment.  LSCS does not discriminate against individuals on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, 
disability, age, veteran status, nationality or ethnicity in the administration of its educational policies, 
admission policies, employment policies, scholarship and loan programs, and other district or college 
administered programs and activities.  



  

  


