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2.1: Basics of Functions

Definition: A relation is any set of ordered pairs. The set of all first components of the ordered
pairs is called the domain of the relation, and the set of all second components is called the range
of the relation. Domaint Sd & Inpuds,

M: Sak afduf?“js

Example 1: {{]._ 5],(—3,6),(2,4),[I,6)}- What are the domain and range of this relation?

vjvhh.\r\'- {\]—3) 3\3 M'. {5_) (nl «'3
Definition: A function is a correspondence from a first set, called the domain, to a second set,
called the range, such that each element in the domain corresponds to exactly one element in the
range.

We can think of the domain as containing inputs and the range as containing outputs.

Definition: (informal) A finction is a relation or rule in which every ginput$ is associated with
exactly one Zoutput$.

Another way to think about it: A function is like a machine. It takes an x (the input) and spits out
exactly one y (the output).

Example 2: Are the following relations functions?

a. {(1,5),(=3,6),(2,4),(1,6)} Vw\«m 2‘\?’*&
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b. {(25).(-3.6.3.4.(LO} b Rary
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Function Notation 2 = Af ( m*?\_d—

f(Mathy= © [Read "f of Math equals happy face"]
Math : the input (an element of the domain)
© : the output (an element of the range)

f: the name of the function (usually this is a letter, often f, g,orhk.)
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2.1.2
This notation is very helpful if we want our function to take real numbers as inputs. We canit

list them all in a table. For a function named f, f(x) represents the value of the function at the
number x.

Example 1: Consider the relation {(3,5),(4.6),(-1,1).(1.5,3.5).(-7.-5)}. What equation
describes the relationship?

y=x+2

Notice that y =5 when x=3. Also vy =6 when x=4. Writing f(x) helps keep track of which

x goes with which y. (—5} 6\ _g.i‘( —Q =& Tov Ur % 1 | N
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Determining whether an equation defines a function:

Example 3: Does the equation x” +5y =7 define y as a function of x?
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Example 4: Does the equatig_n x}; 3y’ :16 define y as a function of x?
i - X S_ L
SHw S 9 ‘Q 2 % - X 1% 3
- 34 =
-3 -3 -3 r_-l D\V\S\JJ'G\SS ‘%7( L{}) o

=

SPw o o CRSE NV W et e st m&““"

2 ! —\k\w\us vare  veob of

:\ﬂ—'{_x o 2NJdwn \rt_ﬂ\ D{ \Dé*-;

L_E]&by— L antear W o, ol (e ste Ly
50 i e N -\}I\i Sq.-n§‘ 7

Laan  yens: nae® t Wk o Eeln N o

M) R
By s YWy X Uor  wR -legm o oM @
0@ (Y V\nrdd\\w,%pj a N.T’No
O wre eNa oc\.qgéc»d«g\nél!l:‘
e LI , oL
\ Pjgln\l&

2.1 Page 3



2,13

Evaluating functions:

Example 2:

Example 3:

Example 4:

Example 5:

Example 6:

a3 L

Suppose f(x)=3x-5. Calculate f(3).

=)= =25
- 5-s = (&

Suppose g(x)=3x" +4x—-7. Calculate g(-2).
g(ed) = 3L e 4T 2 77
) 2 -7
ofemd - T AT (-3« &) =7

a =3 A =\ \% =
Suppose f(x)=—17. Caleulate f(-2). = &)= 7] 3
D = -9 ~e ® clld ¢
ezh- - s BED =m0 et i
) \n T &-QV\‘t *
Suppose /(x) ~dx 8. Buzn_\\ +wxuccno?& f"‘+ y -\

F(C) - S -8

Calculate f(7x-2).
f(@j\ = ATEL] -§
- = Aoy -D) -8
- 2by -8 -8 =[ExY
Calculate f(a’).
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Suppose g(x)=x"—4x+3. i ’Z_,_ AVE 4+
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Calculate g(-x).
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Calculate g(x-2).
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Example 7:  Suppose f(x)= 2;—3‘
- X

-3) =

e Calculate f(3). (
’.J
&)=
'5
e Calculate f(x+h). —
X -5
FED) s T

o Calculate f( j

TG0 =

n(-3) -5

e Calculate f(-3). i i =

Definition: The graph of a function f consists of those ordered pairs (x, ») such that x is in the

domain of fand v = f(x).

Graphing a function by plotting points:

Example 8: Sketch the graph of f(x)=3-x" by plotting points. Determine its domain and

range from the graph.

5 |fEDen -¢aY= 34 = 7Y
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2.1.5

Plotting points is a useful way to graph functions, but it has limitations. You don=t know for
sure what the function is doing in between the points you plotted.

'y
Understanding the graph of a function:
ST3y=4
Example 9:
(=9
State the x- and y- intercepts. R
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What is j(3) moE
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Finding domain and range from a graph: |Tprﬁ- Wihe- C\Y"VM—‘P
o Wil Yoo
® Domain: the set of x-values that correspond to a point on the graph. LQ gu,.l.ﬂ. on \Oﬂ&\ w05

S d ep®

® Range: the set of y-values that correspond to points on the graph.
<N 8 Un\?ﬁb
Example 10: Find the domain and range of the function whose graph is shown.
I
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2.1.6
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Example 11: Find the domain and range of the function whose grapfy is shown.
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Recognizing when a graph is the graph of a function:

Vertical Line Test:

If any vertical line intersects a graph in more than one point, the graph does not define y as a
function of x.

Example 12:
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