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English as a national language. He believes that immigrants agree with the necessity of
speaking English, but declaring it an official language disrespects immigrants that speak
other languages. Dionne relates how his father overcame his thick French-Canadian
accent to speak English clearly; and his parents emphasizing the importance of speaking
English clearly. His family also valued his French language—he learned French before
English because his parents valued bilingualism. Dionne argues that “the best way to
make English our unifying language is to avoid making language a divisive national
issue.” He ends by writing that his daughters are not “any less American” because he
recites a French prayer to them each night. (125 words)
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